couple of years later that the group from Frazer decided to begin meeting again but
decided they wanted a meeting place closer to where they lived. Remember, roads
and modes of transportation in 1910 were not what they are today. About ¼ mile on
up the road from here is a well preserved octagon school house.

The Swanenburg farmhouse

The Swanenburg barn

Turn right and return to the traffic light at Planebrook Road. Turn left.
Proceed to the second traffic light, Sidley Road, and turn right. Take
the first left after the speed bump, Flat Road. Proceed to the cemetery just
before the first bend in the road.
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After leaving here and before arriving at your next destination you will pass the
Great Valley Presbyterian Church. Note that they are celebrating their 300th
anniversary. This church had a very close working relationship with our
congregation over the years.

Frazer Mennonite Church
Self-Guided Tour of
Selected Historical Sites

Continue on to the next intersection stay right and turn right onto North Valley Road.
Continue to the “T” at Swedesford Road and turn right. Continue to the sixth traffic
light, route 401, and turn left. Proceed to the traffic light at route 30 and turn right.
About ¼ mile on the right you will see a pull off, small hard surface parking area.

First Amish Meetinghouse
and Cemetary
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Brackbill Home and Market site

This cemetery warrants a historic sign, see it on the left side of the road. This
cemetery is well maintained by the Amish. When this group of Amish disbanded
the descendents went in quite different directions. Some of the descendents ended
up in Juniata County and are among some of the most conservative of Amish. For
other descendents, within a couple of generations they were among some of the
most ruthless of military men. It is here that some of the earliest Anabaptists
appeared in Chester County and faced the struggles of how to relate to a secular
society.
Continue on Flat road to the “T” at route 29. Turn left and travel to
the second traffic light. Turn left onto Yellow Springs Road. Travel
2 miles to a cemetery on the right. (Note: you will past another cemetery
before this) The only really safe place to park is on the left side of the road.
Please use extreme caution here!
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Diamond Rock Church
and Cemetary

You will note the stone marking this as a “Mennonist” cemetery. This was the
location of the church at Diamond Rock. The church sat in the middle of this lot with
the cemetery to both the east and west of the building. This church was used for
several years prior to the beginnings at Frazer and some of those who were charter
members at Frazer attended here. This church has a history with the Franconia
Conference although persons from Lancaster were instrumental in reopening the
church in the early 1900’s. The meetings continued here for several years but
eventually ended when some of the main persons involved left the area. It was a

Diamond Rock Church site (Tour Stop #4)

You are near the location of Brackbill’s Farm Market. Crops for the market were
raised across the street as well as to the east on this side of the highway. The land
to the east has been raised 10 or 15 feet from what it used to be. Harry and Myrtle
lived in a house less that 100 yards behind the market and Milton and Ruth in the big
farmhouse about 100 yards behind that. They had four or five cottages which they
rented out to travelers. There was also a barn on the property. Myrtle said that her
father told her that before she could date Harry she would need to milk one of their
cows. Since they married, she must have met the requirement.
Coming out of the parking area turn right and proceed
back to the church about ½ mile on the right.

For more information about these
people and places, buy the book
An Experiment in Grace
The Centennial History of Frazer Mennonite Church

Brackbill country store (left); Edgar Taylor blacksmith shop (right)
(Tour Stop #2)

Prepared for the
Centennial Celebration of
Frazer Mennonite Church
1910-2010

Allow approximately 90 minutes for the tour
if stopping at each site for about 10 minutes

Octagonal
Schoolhouse

Go to the end of the Maple Linden Lane and turn right on route 30. As you
pass the second traffic light note Covenant Presbyterian Church (formerly
East Whiteland Presbyterian Church) on the left. Continue just past the third traffic
light (intersection with route 352) turn left into the parking lot of Frazer Plaza.
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1st Site of Frazer Mennonite Church

The Presbyterian church you passed worked closely with our congregation over the
years. In the very early days they invited our congregation to hold some Sunday
School conferences there when the little school house proved too small.
Occasionally someone from there would speak at our afternoon service if a minister
from Lancaster or Franconia failed to show. Cornelius Haldeman’s brother was a
long time member and trustee at this church. Cornelius was a charter member of
Frazer.

Great Valley
Presbyterian Church
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At the back right corner of the parking area in the Frazer Plaza, you will find the first
cemetery of the Frazer Mennonite Church. If you check the grave stones you will find
the names of some of the charter members of our congregation, Haldeman, Eby, and
Swanenburg. The two small gravestones in the back left of the graveyard are the
infant daughters of Harry and Myrtle Brackbill. Stories of some of these persons can
be found in our centennial history book.
The first church owned by the congregation sat about on the middle of the raised
parking area. It was built in 1918 when the congregation decided it was time to move
from the little unused school house which they had been using rent free since 1910.
That school house was located across route 30 to the west, near the Maaco Shop,
about where the shopping center is. Some may remember the Lamp Sign Shop just
across the street now owned by Keyes.
Just a note about the area in 1910. There were no businesses here. Most of the area
you passed through to get here from the current church would have been farmland
and the road you traveled, route 30, was a graveled road perhaps the width of two
wagons. If you would have turned onto route 352 and gone about ¼ mile you would
have come to a significant stop on the railroad (Frazer station). This was significant
to the Haldeman’s and Eby’s and provided transportation to and from both
Philadelphia and Lancaster.
Leaving the parking area turn left on route 30. At the next traffic light at
the Wawa, turn right on Planebrook Road. At the first traffic light turn left
and in a short distance right into the “Swedesford Corporate Center”. Take an
immediate right in the parking lot and drive back to the white stone house.
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Mark and Anna Mae Swanenburg home, Swanenburg barn/farmhouse, Brackbill country store, Taylor blacksmith shop

The white stone house in front of you was built as a home for Mark and Anna Mae Swanenburg, our first pastor. It is now used as office space. You are where the hub of activity for their farm was
located. Across Swedesford road you can see the Swanenburg barn nearly hidden by vines. From the entrance to the parking area you can see the Swanenburg farmhouse currently used as a
private residence. The Swanenburg’s, who came from Holland, joined our congregation in the early years and mother, Christine Swanenburg, was highly respected for her wise counsel. Various
congregational meetings took place in the Swanenburg farmhouse and occasionally the barn. Mother Swanenburg was probably one of the earliest persons in Lancaster Conference to be
brought into membership without being rebaptized. The Brackbill brothers were instrumental in Mark Swanenburg making a decision to follow Christ. Another member of this group of young men,
though a bit older was Edgar Taylor, the first deacon at Frazer. The next stop will help to get a perspective of how they may have become close friends.
Leave the parking area and turn right. Go a short distance to the next crossroad. Make a left turn onto the street which says no outlet. Find a safe place to turn around. Stop at the stop sign.
Directly across the street on the left you will see a small house on the left corner (see cover photo). This was the first market operated by Harry and Milton Brackbill. On the right corner in the low
part of the building Edgar Taylor had a blacksmith shop. There is a story told that one night the Brackbill brothers and Mark Swanenburg put Edgar’s wagon on top of the roof. I suppose they
spared the horse from having to climb the roof. Working so close to each other it is no wonder they became close friends.

