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| had a lot of fun discovering new layers to this
familiar story. | learned that Zacchaeus climbed
a sycamore fig tree, which was a food source
for poor people because the fruit was bitter and
generally undesirable.? | had always imagined a
fruitless tree, but the presence of fruit opened
up interesting avenues to explore. The root word
for sycamore tree is obkov, meaning “fig,” and
as | did a study of other key words in the text, |
noticed this same root word in cukopavtew, or
“defrauded,” which was used to describe what
Zacchaeus did to his community. It was curious
to me that the root word for “defrauded” was
“fig,” so | dug deeper to find that the Greek
word was from the phrase “fig-informer” or a
person who would notify authorities if one was
exporting figs from Greece without paying a tax.
It seemed that these “fig-informers” would use
the threat of exposure to extort money from
fig farmers. This is where the word “sycophant”
comes from, which evolved to more generally describe a “malignant accuser from love of gain,”
which perfectly describes Zacchaeus."”

Jesus calls Zacchaeus out of his identity as “sycophant” into his new identity as “repentant host”
who invites Jesus into his home and redistributes his ill-gotten wealth. Zacchaeus's clothing holds
a repeated pattern of four figs and halves of coins, referencing the fruits of his transformation.

The area where Zacchaeus sat in the tree is fruitless and dying. His actions were destructive
and oppressive to his own community. The crowd is correct in grumbling about him; their
anger is righteous, but Jesus offers mercy. In this visual metaphor, Jesus removes him from
the tree so it has a chance to heal and nourish the whole community. Jesus’ clothing is
patterned with suns, representing righteousness, and water, representing mercy, because it is
through his merciful actions that righteousness for the community is achieved.

—Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman

9 Fauna and Flora of the Bible, by United Bible Societies. (United Bible Societies, 1980). 179-181.
10 For discussion of the word “sycophant” (Strong’s G4811), please see: blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g4811/kjv/tr/0-1/
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| had a lot of fun discovering new layers to this
familiar story. | learned that Zacchaeus climbed
a sycamore fig tree, which was a food source
for poor people because the fruit was bitter and
generally undesirable.? | had always imagined a
fruitless tree, but the presence of fruit opened
up interesting avenues to explore. The root word
for sycamore tree is olkov, meaning “fig,” and
as | did a study of other key words in the text, |
noticed this same root word in cukodavtew, or
“defrauded,” which was used to describe what
Zacchaeus did to his community. It was curious
to me that the root word for “defrauded” was
“fig,” so | dug deeper to find that the Greek
word was from the phrase “fig-informer” or a
person who would notify authorities if one was
exporting figs from Greece without paying a tax.
It seemed that these “fig-informers” would use
the threat of exposure to extort money from
fig farmers. This is where the word “sycophant”
comes from, which evolved to more generally describe a “malignant accuser from love of gain,”
which perfectly describes Zacchaeus.””

Jesus calls Zacchaeus out of his identity as “sycophant” into his new identity as “repentant host”
who invites Jesus into his home and redistributes his ill-gotten wealth. Zacchaeus's clothing holds
a repeated pattern of four figs and halves of coins, referencing the fruits of his transformation.

The area where Zacchaeus sat in the tree is fruitless and dying. His actions were destructive
and oppressive to his own community. The crowd is correct in grumbling about him; their
anger is righteous, but Jesus offers mercy. In this visual metaphor, Jesus removes him from
the tree so it has a chance to heal and nourish the whole community. Jesus’ clothing is
patterned with suns, representing righteousness, and water, representing mercy, because it is
through his merciful actions that righteousness for the community is achieved.

—Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman

9 Fauna and Flora of the Bible, by United Bible Societies. (United Bible Societies, 1980). 179-181.
10 For discussion of the word “sycophant” (Strong’s G4811), please see: blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g4811/kjv/tr/0-1/
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Funds raised will help send our youth group
to Mennonite Youth Convention this
summer. Support our youth, start planning
what you can donate and bring your
checkbook to buy items! The youth will also
be preparing a meal (for a donation!) before

~ Men’s
~- Breakfast

Mo, ~ Sunday, April 13th, 2025
~~ 8am - At the Classic
Diner in Malvern (325
Lancaster Ave).
Please let Charlie know
you’ll be attending.

Join us on Saturday, May 3rd at 5:30pm at the church
to discuss Memorial Days by Geraldine Brooks.

Frazer Mennonite Chuyrch

Annya| AycTion kA &

Saturday, April 12, 2025

Funds raised will help send our youth group
to Mennonite Youth Convention this
summer. Support our youth, start planning
what you can donate and bring your
checkbook to buy items! The youth will also
be preparing a meal (for a donation!) before
the auction.

.~ Men’s
- Breakfast

. sunday, April 13th, 2025
~~ 8am - At the Classic
Diner in Malvern (325
Lancaster Ave).
Please let Charlie know
you’ll be attending.

Join us on Saturday, May 3rd at 5:30pm at the church
to discuss Memorial Days by Geraldine Brooks.



