
 
 

The Sermon 10/11/26  

In the next chapter (literally) of the Acts story, the Holy Spirit 
shows the church that even its worst enemy and persecutor may 
be brought into the community of love and faith.  The circle is 
growing wider in frightening ways.   

We are going to spend some time looking directly at Saul's 
experience of sensory deprivation and think together about what it 
can mean for Saul-becoming-Paul, for the proto/early church, and 
for us as individuals.  Losing vision leads to a new engagement 
with other senses and, in that new engagement, the discovery of a 
world we could not know or see before. 

Let's think about what we might set aside and what we might gain 
from that movement. 

 
Sermon sources: 
Point cell phone camera on QR code to access source file. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                      Image: Dave Swanson © , 2026      
 

 
 

The Sermon 10/11/26 

In the next chapter (literally) of the Acts story, the Holy Spirit 
shows the church that even its worst enemy and persecutor may 
be brought into the community of love and faith.  The circle is 
growing wider in frightening ways.   

We are going to spend some time looking directly at Saul's 
experience of sensory deprivation and think together about what it 
can mean for Saul-becoming-Paul, for the proto/early church, and 
for us as individuals.  Losing vision leads to a new engagement 
with other senses and, in that new engagement, the discovery of a 
world we could not know or see before. 

Let's think about what we might set aside and what we might gain 
from that movement. 

 
Sermon sources: 
Point cell phone camera on QR code to access source file. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                      Image: Dave Swanson © , 2026    
 



 

 

 

To Know the Dark 
by Wendell Berry 

 
 
Original Language English 

 

To go in the dark with a light is to know the light.​
To know the dark, go dark. Go without sight,​
and find that the dark, too, blooms and sings,​
and is traveled by dark feet and dark wings.​
 

 

 
 
- from Soul Food: Nourishing Poems for Starved Minds, Edited by Neil 
Astley / Edited by Pamela Robertson-Pearce 
 
 
Source: 
https://www.poetry-chaikhana.com/Poets/B/BerryWendell/ToKno
wDark/index.html  
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