The Sermon 10/4/26

This Sunday we hit the most radical and most
troubling story in Acts, maybe in the bible. Acts 8:26-39
follows the journey of an Ethiopian eunuch whose entrance
into God's people could be understood to contradict Torah -
scripture itself.

The thread to hold onto is that these disciples are
learning what they had not grasped when Jesus was with
them: That God's life offers a solidity that can handle the
movement of love - a movement through the fears about
purity into a rule-breaking welcome of the other.

This Ethiopian eunuch is a dark-skinned foreigner
who is gender non-conforming, and whose genital situation,
according to scripture, marks them as a theological affront to
God's holiness. And yet, the eunuch is the one who
declares: What then is there to keep ME from being
baptized?

It is not challenging mere tradition, but the witness of
Scripture itself, and underneath that, the very nature of
God's holiness.

Come to Church. Let's wrestle with this!
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